
 

 

Unofficial Minutes 

 

MassHire Metro South/West Workforce Board Meeting 

 

Minutes from April 8, 2021 

 

Members present on Zoom Meeting: Lisa Kubiak, Chair, Rosemary Alexander, Bob Bower, Jeremy Brandon, 

Brandy DeBarge, Mark Fegley, Charles Gagnon, Shannon Laingen, Rev. J. Anthony Lloyd, Sue Medeiros, Kevin 

O’Connor, Jason Palitsch, Nick Pavone, David Podell, Dan Rediger 

 

Members absent:, John Bogdan, Patrick Davis, Jennifer Jackson, Robb McCune, Mary Lou Regan 

 

Other: MassHire Metro South/West Workforce Board staff: Greg Bunn, Henry Bryson, Cindy Cedrone;  

MassHire Metro South/West Workforce Board Finance Committee Members: Alex Rodriguez, Chris Vericker 

MassHire Metro South/West Employment and Training Administration, Inc.: Carol Wolf, Louise Meyer; Career 

Center Staff:  Zoie Jaklitsch 

Career Connections: Tricia Lucier 

 

Review of Agenda, Welcome, Approval of February 11, 2021 Minutes 

 

Greg Bunn noted Finance Committee Members Alex Rodriguez and Chris Vericker were joining the meeting.  He 

turned the meeting over to Lisa Kubiak who reviewed the agenda and asked for a motion to approve the February 

11, 2021 minutes.  Charles Gagnon made a motion, Jeremy Brandon seconded. Members indicated “yes” on Zoom 

participant window.  Motion passed. 

 

  

January Financials 

 

Mark Fegley presented the attached FY21 YTD Unified Regional Financial Management Reports that Carol Wolf 

generates which represents the region’s financials. Carol stated that the Finance Committee had worked with her 

and Mark to consolidate the reports to give a better picture of the region.  They both noted that spending was under 

budget mainly due to considerably lower training enrollments.  Carol also said spend-out plans are continuing to be 

monitored closely to carry-over allowable unspent funds into FY22.   

 

 

One-Stop Operator Review Team Recommendation  

 

Lisa recused Charles Gagnon, Volunteer of America, because VOA submitted a proposal for the One-Stop Operator.  

She reported to the board that there was just one proposal received from VOA.  She also reported that after a very 

thorough process by the Review Team that the overall rating for VOA was “high good to low exemplary”.  Kevin 

O’Connor, who was part of the Review Team, said it was a solid proposal. Henry Bryson noted that it was a 

consensus-based decision, and that he and Greg had removed themselves from any decision making.    

Lisa asked for a motion to approve the Review Team’s recommendation of Volunteers of America to become the One-

Stop Operator. Bob Bower mad a motion; Dan Rediger seconded.  Members indicated “yes” on Zoom participant 

window.  Motion passed.   

Greg noted that because there was only one proposal it requires submitting a review to DCS of the process and the 

justifying the reason to choose the only proposal, and Greg said he would keep the board apprised of the outcome.   

 

 

Updates of Board Activities 

 

Greg reported that Bob Bower had accepted the position of the chair of the Career Center Committee.  He also 

reported that Gwenn O’Keefe had resigned from the board due to other obligations.   

Greg said that Kevin Lopez had left for a position in Framingham and was happy to report that Walter Jovel would 

be starting at the end of April.   



 

 

Greg presented the attached slide deck about the Reentry Planning Grant Wrap-up.   

Henry reported that the CDL grant, which has been very successful with 100% completion, 100% certification, and 

92-93% job placement, was receiving $20,000 more from Commonwealth Corporation to extend the program until 

March 2022.  He also noted the major need in the region, the collaboration between the board and the career center, 

and the partnership of Parker Professional Driving School, which are all contributing to the success of the program.  

Greg reported that the youth website, which will incorporate in-school and WIOA out-of-school youth, is being 

revamped.  He asked if any board members would be interested in being part of filming videos to introduce youth to 

local businesses.    

Zoie Jaklitsch reported that the career center staff are eager to know when the career center can open for in-person 

appointments and are continuing to serve all areas virtually. 

Louise Meyer noted that a lease in Norwood is ending in June and another place has been secured.  She also said 

the lease in Framingham would be ending in the fall and plans have been set forth to find a new space.   

 

Adjourn 

 

Lisa asked for a motion to adjourn.  Kevin O’Connor made a motion.  Rosemary Alexander seconded. Motion passed.  

Meeting was adjourned at 10:30 a.m. 


